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Senate Bill 14-088:  It is difficult to quantify how many suicides “could” be prevented if only there had been better access to help at that critical moment when a person decides to take their life.
   SB 088 creates a Suicide Prevention Commission “to provide leadership and craft recommendations on suicide prevention in Colorado.” The Committee will make recommendations to the Governor's office, the Office of Suicide Prevention within the Department of Public Health and Environment and the General Assembly.
Sponsors of Senate Bill 14-088:  Senator Linda Newell (D-Arapahoe, Denver) 866-4846; and Representative Tracy Kraft-Tharp (D-Jefferson) 866-2950.
Senate Bill 14-092:  “Concerning the Crime of Insurance Fraud,” SB 092 creates the crime of insurance fraud and identifies fraudulent actions for insurance claimants, agents and brokers.
   By definition, a person commits insurance fraud of they knowingly present or cause to be presented an application for the issuance4 or renewal of an insurance policy, submits materially false information or fails to disclose such or fails to disclose a material event or condition  that affects a person's rights or continued right to any insurance benefit or payment.
   Other types of fraud include:
· presenting or causing to be presented multiple claims for same loss, to ore than one insurer, with intent to defraud;
· causing or participating in a vehicular collision for the purpose of presenting a fraudulent insurance claim;
· causing or presenting a claim for a loss or damage or condition that was pre-existing the execution of the applicable contract of insurance; and
· causing or presenting any type of statement in a claim for payment that contains false or misleading information concerning any material claim.
   The provisions of SB 092 also aply to an insurance producer or agent's handling of unearned premium funds belonging to an insured from a producer's acco0unt without authorization of the owner of the funds or other lawful justification.
   The latest statistics (2012) reveal that 29 new cases were filed in Colorado courts by the fraud unit of the state's Department of Law. The fraud unit also “supervised the restitution payment of 58 defendants on probation for insurance fraud-related crimes.
   Referrals for criminal offenses related to insurance fraud come primarily from the Division of Insurance in the Department of Regulatory Agencies and the National Insurance Crime Bureau, and are prosecuted as forgery, theft and other like crimes.
Sponsors of Senate Bill 14-092:  Senator George Rivera (R-Pueblo) 866-4878; and Representative Angela Williams (D-Denver) 866-2909.
Senate Bill 14-129:  Marijuana advocates are operating under the misguided idea that marijuana can be prevented from being accessed by the underage population of Colorado, which as Coloradans have already witnessed, it cannot.
   SB 129 adds or changes a number of laws relating to criminal penalties, and is necessitated because current law, “the crime of underage possession or consumption of alcohol is not a classified offense until the third or subsequent offense at which point it becomes a class 2 misdemeanor, only pertaining to alcohol.” SB 129 puts marijuana into that offense.
   The laws affected by SB 129:
Underage possession or consumption offenses:
· adds consumption and possession of marijuana and possession of marijuana paraphernalia to the crime of underage possession or consumption of alcohol;
· penalty structure ranges from first offense – $100.00 plus requirement to complete substance abuse education classes to $250.00 for third and subsequent offense, which requires completion of a substance abuse assessment and any related treatment, and up to 36 hours of public service.
Sealing of records:
· the court must immediately order the case sealed upon dismissal of any underage possession or consumption of alcohol or marijuana case pursuant to a deferred judgment or diversion or other action or upon completion of substance abuse education and payment of any fine associated with a first conviction;
· for a second and subsequent conviction, petition for sealing the case may be made after one year, if the offender has a clean record during the year following conviction.
Open Marijuana Container Violations:  
· restrictions are relaxed, and requires that prosecutors  prove three elements for a conviction – container has a broken seal, that the contents were partially removed and that there is evidence that marijuana was consumed within the vehicle. Current law requires only proof on one of these elements.
P.O.S.T Board Training:   
· The Board is encouraged to “offer  advanced roadside impaired driving training course as an elective to basic field sobriety training. Only basic academy training is currently encouraged.”
   As further background, statistics from the Judicial Department indicate there are 7,000 cases filed per year concerning underage possession or consumption of alcohol. For underage possession of or consumption of marijuana and possession of marijuana paraphernalia, there were 110 cases filed per year for possession of two ounces or less of marijuana, 10 cases filed per year for open public display, consumption or use of two ounces or less of marijuana, with no cases filed to date for possession of drug paraphernalia.
   After minor amendment, SB 129 was referred to the Committee in Finance with favorable recommendation.
Sponsors of Senate Bill 14-129:   Senator Pat Steadman (D-Arapahoe) 866-4861; and Representative Jenise May (D-Adams) 866-2945.
Senate Bill 14-135:  Yet another bill attempting to repeal one of the pieces of gun control legislation passed during the contentious 2013 General Assembly, SB 135 concerns certain provisions relating to the purchase of firearms in states that are contiguous to Colorado.
   Specifically, SB 135 repeals Article 27 of Title 12 of the Colorado Revised Statutes as it applies to the purchase of firearms in contiguous states. That law “authorizes residents of Colorado to purchase rifles and shotguns in other states so long as those states are contiguous to Colorado (sharing a border)” and it “authorizes residents of states contiguous to Colorado to purchase rifles and shotguns in Colorado.”
   Under current law, sales must comply with the laws of both states of residence and state of purchase and the purchases must comply with federal law concerning firearm sales. A Colorado resident or resident of a contiguous state is “subject to Colorado's instant criminal  background check system.”
   Current law also states, a resident of a non-contiguous state purchasing a rifle or shotgun in Colorado must arrange for the licensed firearm dealer to deliver the firearm to his or her state of residence, thus classifying the purchase within his/her state of residence and making the purchase subject to that state's background check requirements.
Lead Sponsors of Senate Bill 14-135:  Senator Greg Brophy (R-Garfield, Grand, Jackson, Moffat, Rio Blanco, Routt, and Summit) 866-6360; and Representative Jared Wright (R-Delta, Mesa0 866-2583.
     The reader's comments or questions are always welcome. E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
